
Although indicators, targets, checklist and measurement tools have taken sustainability from niche to 
mainstream, many recognize that significant impact on-the-ground is limited.  What farmers need in or-
der to make high-impact changes and what companies need to be good sustainability partners requires 
a broader systems approach, which is only beginning to become clear. 

Sustainable Food Lab 2020 Summit

SYSTEM STRATEGIES
For Climate and Soil Friendly Farming Systems

The Corn Belt provides one illustrative example of an emerging collaboration to diversify commodity 
production in order to build soil health, sequester carbon, and improve water.  This strategy has 
elements that inform transformative work in many other commodity systems.  Among the dozens 
of conferences and field trips you might choose, the Sustainable Food Lab is adept at facilitating new 
insights and understandings, high-quality relationships, and personal reflection.  You will leave with a 
systems thinking approach that can be applied to a wide array of complex challenges, increased clarity 
about the enabling factors of resilient agriculture, and a broader lens on commodity system 
transformation anywhere.

Save the Date: Registration begins April 14th

Journey with the Sustainable Food Lab through the corn 
and soybean system in the US Midwest to extract lessons 
from a regenerative landscape approach to rebuilding 
soils. Use systems thinking tools to better understand the 
drivers of farmer adoption. Learn with large scale beef, 
hog, and animal feed partners, cover crop seed produc-
ers, and farmers growing for new oat milk and granola 
markets. Then join an intimate gathering to synthesize 
insights and identify key enabling conditions for scaling 
the most important innovations.

SUMMIT MEETING
OCTOBER 1ST & 2ND 

Located near Minneapolis, MN.
All day meeting on Oct. 1st and half day meeting on October 2nd

LEARNING JOURNEY
SEPTEMBER 29th & 30th

Join us for dinner on Sept. 29th in Des Moines, IA. 
On Sept. 30th journey with us to Minnesota.


